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Reaſons ſor a Standinę a 
NT KG 


F N a Time of proſoupd Trangp quillity, whilſt a great 
and wiſe Prince adorns the ley it may ſcem 
an Error in Politicks for the Government to 
alarm the Minds of Men with t 763 
a Plot, or the Neceſſſty of a Standing Army. And 
— = pear yet more impolitick, if chat Prince ha 
to free from any dome * 4 and if, in the 
Fall Poſſeion of. the Hearts of his Pec he be at the 
as Time — by Minifters of on — Widdew 
and une nal tegrity. Men of Specu may, 
. —— it moſt 22 far a Prince, ſo = 
4 plly mſtantiated, to govern by the Affections of 
his Subjects, and to avoid even the Shew of Conſtraint, 
of ally if his Subjects ſhould have ſome odd Fancies 
of their own Independepcy; or be inyeterate Admirers 
ot the Name of Liberty. 
. Butwithall the Reſpect due to Perſons of ſuch crude 
and unfaſhionable Notions, I would offer it to the Con- 
ſſderation of the candid Reader whether Force and 
F Power, that is a 1 well appointed, and 
| wholly-at the Diſpoſal of their Superior, be he never ſo 
l — 
| 
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The Neceſſity of a PLOT : Or 
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good Natur'd in himſelf, or never ſo great a Promoter 
of Maderation in others ; as likewiſe whether the Ap- 
prehenſion of ſome dangerous Plot, deſign'd againſt ei- 
ther the Life of the Prince, or the Liberties of the Sub- 
/ jet, be not abſolutely neceſſary at this Juncture; in or- 
der to eſtabliſh a Standing > Wd to 223 
| je- 


| (2 ) 
Objections that may poſlibly be ftarted againſt it, by 
of either ſhallow Judgments or eyil Intentions. 
Not to wander into remote Conſiderations concern- 
ing Danger, which; as ſome of the Learned apprehend, 
is like = 22 r A ſore Eyes, 8 be caught — 
ing at, that is, by figing our T. too I 
upon the Object; and | to N dhe chu. 
morical Enemies, ho have nq:exiftence but in our on 
pregnant Imaginatjons, there arg certainly very ſub- 
autial Arguments; why the Naben ſhould be aMays 
under the mild Adminiſtration of a Standing Army; 
N Seaſon, a Plot is expedient, 
in order to ſccure to us and our Poſterity that Invalus- 
— 5 171 3 l 1 
x preſume it will eaſily be granted me, that an In va- 
ſi9n from ſome Quarter or other, either from North or 
Sonth, Eaſt, or, it may he, Weſt, may happen at ſome 
Time or other: And therefore it wou'd ſeem but of a 
Viece with the other Inſtances of our provident Admi - 
niſtration, to be armed againſt what may or may not 
happen. I wotfd'/fain ask any clamorous Champion 
for the adverſe Cauſe, what, in all humane Probability, 
might have become of us, if this ſecond Spaniſh Ar- 
mada had been tarn'd againſt us, inſtead of Sardinia, 
and we had been in ſuch a deſtitute Condition, as to be 
nnprovided of Thirty Thouſand brave Britains in Red 
to preſerye us? Is it not a clear Poinr, that auy, or all 
the Princes and States in Europe, ſuppoſe the Pope, the 
King of Sweden, the Turk, or even the Republick of San 
Marino, may take it into their Heads, that we live plen- 


tifully in England, have Bread and Beef, and good Cheer 


in Abundance, and that it is worth their While ta- 
abandon their ſterile Territories to come and- fatten' in 
this rich Soil? and then, Is it not as clear that we ſhould = 
always have our Swords ready drawn to repel the inſo- 
len: Intruder ? / 

Neither are Suppoſitions of this Kind to be looked 


upon as Wild or Foreign. It is one of the wiſelt Sayings 


| 


' Erfturity) to do a hard, unjuſt, or cruel Thing. 


* . 


Jay te che renown'd Lipfius, 1 mult own, that for the 
Dendpaß 


ef Commons, That we haye not one good Ally in the 
World,“ yet it may not, perhaps be unbecoming to 


cor are any Ahliances with them much to be depend 


( | 
of any of our modern 44.4 which a * noble Lord 
hath chofen for his Motto, (Tata Time) This, well 
tranſlated, may teach t «© when we are moſt 
« Safe, we are moſt in Danger 4 ” That © there is and 
can be nothing ſecure in this tranſitory World ;” 
That“ all ſublunary Things are liable to Change; 
and 4 Rd rh 7 Revs worm to Day may, 
« through t ility of human rs, .arpive to 
« Morrow. Gern 
Matchiavel, in his Prince, adviſeth all Men to mei: 
their Friends, as if they were one Day to become tlieſr 
Enemies; and Lipſius upon Tacitus obſerveth ſome- 
where, That a Prince, in the Times of the fulleſt Peace, 
ſhonkd be armed, as if in the Midſt of a flaming War: 
And the Reaſon he gives for this, is, That Princes (he 
only ſpoke of the Pride of his Time) are the leaſt to. 
be truſted, of any Sort of Perſons with whom you deal: 
Becauſe (as he refines according to his on 
have one general Salvo, viz. Reaſons of State, for a 
the Breaches of Faith, Vows, Ties of Honour, and of 
Gratitude; and, in general, for all forts of "Injuries, 
which they can poſſibly commit. 2 
But let all the Admirers of ſuch ſententious politici- 
ans know, that there is now a living Exception to their 
Kule: A great and 10 74 Prince, Who hath never 
ſwer ved from his royal Word in the leaſt Tittle; never 
pretended Neceſſities of State; nay, never will pretend. 
any Thing like it, (for in his Time we can anſwer for 


But yer to do juſt jce to all People, and more eſpe- 
ty of Princes, there is no Faith amon thaw ; | 

ugh. And altho* I ſhall not venture to ſay, what a 
ercar Minifter of State did the 14ſt Seſſions, in the Houſe 


: (fer ir to the Conſideration of the World, Whether all 
* the Princes with Whom we are in Alliance, be not — 
| A 2 4 


a 


* 


. 
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and which is nſore, Priucæs, that is, Friends, who have 

always their own lutexeſt firſt in yiew ? and, Whether 

we gught ſo far to rely pn their Friend(bip in aſſiſt ing us 

in the Thnes of Danger, as to leave our ſelves De- 

fenceleſs ? . 


Ir is very readily granted that the Regent is our faſt 
Friend ant Ally; and that he hath courted the Friend- 


[1 


ſhip of K. G. at a, nioſt aſtoniſhing Rate. But his Ene- 


mies give out, that he is not always in the ſame. Hu- 


mort; And, indeed, even here he hath at ſeveral Times 


undergone great Reyolutions, in our Opinions. I have 
heard hic at a great Miniſter's Table toaſted one Day, 


as the heſt Proteltant in Europe; and damn'd the next 
Day as the verieſt —— 22 


But not to ſearch too far into his Character, which 


1 dare ſay, is as Faultleſs as that of moſt Princes, we 
do not know what his own Neceſſities may compel him 
to, and how far he may be under the influence of Rea- 
ſons of State. | f 

The King of Spain, tho? he keeps in a civil Sort of 
Frendſkip with us; yer, for many good Reaſons, may 
be no. well-wiſher to us at the Bottom; unleſs he ſhould 
have Chriſtianity enough to forgive us our latentions to 
dethrone him; and unleſs he ſhould be fo little mind ful 
of future Proſpects, as not to regard how nearly elated 
he is to the Crown of Englaiid , by that imaginar 
Right Line, whereof ſome People ſeem ſo wildly fond. 
Not that I have any Doubt, that he can have a T ute 
of putting in his Claim, even tho? our preſent royal 
Family were out of the Way (which God avert): For he 
ſhou'd conſider, that there are even in that Caſe, rwo 
or three that muſt come in, before his Title could be 
tet up; but one doth not know what ſtrange Thoughts 
may be ſuggeſted by ambitious Courtiers. Neither is 
it eaſy to comprehend what his Ambaſſador, the Ma 
of M (whom all People allow to be a great politi- 
cian) means by his Balls and Aſſemblecs, unleſs it be, 
that he hath ſome ſtrange Things in his Head. 


I ſhould 
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I ſhould not ſay any Thing of the ar, were it 

not that be is a moſt N is a ſta». 
ted Rule with all of that Profeſſjon, (hey ne Bath is 10 
de kept with Hereticks; and it is kg e *pprehended, 
that the Emperor may look upon, K. G. to be à Here- 
tick, becauſe his Majeſty is not only a Proteſtagt, but 
the beſt Proteſtant in the World; and conſequently, in 

the Senſe of the Papiſts, the greateſt Heretick. 

It cannot be deny'd but there is a ſtrict Confederacy 
between his Majeſty and the High and Mighty States; as 
many late Incidents and extraordinary Steps in Govern- 
ment, may ſufficiently evince : And truly I do look upon 
them to be, in ſome reſpects (not to derogate from others) 
the beſt Ally which his Majeſty hath; tho', not to run 
too far that Way neither, they may perhaps, in other 

reſpects be cur national Rival, which is a different Word 
for national Enemies. It is the Nature of Rivals to do 
one another all the Miſchief they can: And all the 
World, at leaſt a great Part of it, knows, and ſomp 
Part of it hath felt, that the Dutch are not only jealous 


wo 


f of us, in Point of Trade; but, that they have treated 
ö | us accordingly : Tho' perhaps it may not be ſo proper 
to revive the Memory of their paſt Behaviour, relatin 

0 either to Amboyna; or their preſuming to Diſpute with 
I us the Empire of the Ocean. But this we muſt ſay, that 


ſince their Intereſts and Ambition claſh with ours in the 
two tender Points of Money and Honour, who knows 
whether there may not ſome little Grudges remain 
thereuppn, which might blaze forth upon a ſeaſonable 


277 


al Opportunity ? There is one Way, and but One, that 1 
je can recolle&, of ſecuring them to us, that is by giving 
— them a Compenſation in thoſe main Articles, or by 


wholly ſacrificing the Intereſt of England to that of 
Holland: But it is to be fear'd, his Majeſty, zealous 
for the Reputation and- Trade of Great Britain, will ne- 
ver ſubmit to that, in which Caſe, the old Jealoulies, 
t- and conſequently the old Dangers, muſt ſtill ſubſiſt. 


be, Your great Man, Monſieur Pettecum, it is true, af+ 
| firms, over and oyer, vr the Czar of Muſcovy is up- 
| 3 on 


ud 
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on no Account whatever, to be apprehended by En- 


* 


gland: He fays, That the Dominioas of his Czariſn Ma- 
A arepr ſuch a Diſtance; his Fleet ſo unprovided of 
all Neceſſaties, that if he had a Mind to diſtreſs us, he 
could not do it. But with all the Submiſſion imagina- 
ble to, that little great Man, I am of a different Opi- 
nion 5-at leaſt, 17 k his Reaſons require ſome Exa- 
mination: For altho* the Dominions of Muſcovy be, in 
Appearance, vaſtly remote from us, yet they are con- 
tignous to Sweden, and Sweden is contiguous to Nor- 
way, and Norway is not above Forty-eight Hours Sail 
from Scotland, and Scotland is not above Eight Days 
March from London : By which accumulative Argument, 
it is evident that Ruſſia and London are too near Neigh- 
hours; And allowing only ſome little Difference of 
Time, we may as well be invaded from Petersburgh, as 
Mardyke. | 

We evary Day hear of Naval Preparations made by 
the King of Sicily; upon what Defign is not known : 
But he being next in Succeſſion of the Pretender's Line, 
as it is pretended, and being one of the refin'd Politicks, 
who knows what he may nyc 7 

The King of Pruſſia is the King's Son-in-law, and 
conſequently being ſo near a- kin to him, there muſt be 
(altho there be ſome Exceptions to the contrary, as in 
the Caſe of King William and King James) a great deal 
of paternal and filial Love and Affection between them. 
But yet, all That will not ſecure us without an Army: 
For as I have before hinted, there are Reaſons of State, 
and perhaps other Reaſons (not ſo proper, or rather, 
not ſo needful to be inſiſted upon) which may make it 
neceſſary for People to be upon the Watch; tho” ſtill 
without any Miſtruſt on either Side. 

We may talk as muchas we pleaſe, That the King of 
Denmark is ours entirely, If fo, how can it be account- 
ed for, that he will go on to demoliſh Wiſmar, in 
ſpight of all King George's Remonſtrances to the con- 
trary? For a little Prince, of his Figure, to perſiſt 
ſuch a Deſign, noc only witoout King * * 

f | Dur 
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but expreſ ** FA BEL, 
J. Ir sto me very extrordinary 5 
and, in my poor O a, ſhews, hacks baberate buoy'd 
up by ſome powerful Prince in Maſquerade. - | 

But above all, and the moſt to be apprebeaded is, the 
Kiag of Sweden, the Terror of Mankind the Scourge 
of the North. A Perſon, who with lefs than gweury 
Men, attacked more than 20000 Jagjzaries. We have 

vok' d him: I do not ſay how wiſely : Or at leaſt the 

ters publiſh'd, as if found in Gyllenbourg's Cloſer, 
ſhew, he hath had ſome wicked Imaginations againſt us. 
What are we not to dread from one of his Reſentments 
and his latrepidity ? 

I am ſenſible that here is ſome room for a Cavil againſt 
niy Argumentation ; becauſe it may be urged, that we 
have nothing in nature to fear from the Ring of Sweden's 
Practices. His Majeſty was moſt gracioully pleas'd laſt 
Seſlioas of Parliament to find out an effectual Cure for all 
Dangers from that Quarter : His Meſſage to the Com- 
mons by Mr. ___ then Secretary of State, on the 
third of April was, That * His Majeſty being deſirous 
* above all things not only to ſecure his Kingdoms 
* againſt the preſent Danger with which they are threat- 
ned by Sweden, bat likewiſe to prevent the like Ap- 
* prehenſions for the future, thinks it neceſſary that 
: ſures ſhould be early concerted, &c. Then, He 
hopes his Commons will enable Him to make good 
* ſuch Engagements, as may caſe his People of all future 
Charge and Apprehenſions. The Sum demanded, in 
order to enable his Majeſty to do this, was 250,000 l. 
that Sum was given; and it is ſo far from being a Que- 
ſtion, whether the Mony were employed to anſwer the 
ſaid Ends, that we can never enough admire the great 
Wiſdom of his Majeſty, in finding out fo cheap —— 
— a Method of ending 3a War without ſtriking a 

w; and of ſecuring to lateſt Poſterity ſuch a Peace, 
as no viciſſitude or revolution of times or things can de- 
prive us of. All this may, I own, be urged, as like- 
wiſe that it may probably be criminal in any one to ſay, 
we have any thing to fear you Sweden, ſince his ora 

4+ e 
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jeſty hath paſſed his Royal Word, which never yet ha 
fallen in the leaſt Article, That he would * enter into 
* ſuch Engagements as ſhould eaſe vs from all future 
* Charge or Apprehenſions on that account. 

This is the force of the Objection, which I have heard 
more than a thouſand times ſtarted by little People, - 
who talk at random and know nothing of the Arcana 
of Government. It is moſt certain, the King did- pro- 
miſe he would ſecure us from the Dangers, preſent end 
future, threatned by Sweden. But [| leave it to the 

udgment of every diſpaſſionate Reader, whether the 
ord, Sweden, implied the King thereof; 1 think not: 
I a. ſure, the King of Sweden was not therein men- 
tion'd, and the Reaſon of that Omiſſion is evident: For 
it is as impoſſible to anſwer for him or his Motions, as 
for thoſe of a Comet, which may drop into our Vortex, 
the Lord knows when. So that if the King of Sweden, 
he, who as I ſaid before, fell upon 20000 Janizaries, 
with only a few of his own Servants, ſhould take a 
Faucy to come here, it is obvious we ſhould yet want 
19,000 Britains at leaſt, allowing 19 Engliſhmen to 
anſwer 20 Janizaries. This appears to me a fair Com- 
putation : And whether | have not given full Satisfaction 
2 whole Point, I muſt leave to be decided by 
others. 

Thus, from a fair and impartial Examination of the 
State of Great Britain, with regard to moſt, or all of 
the foreign Princes and States, from whom we are to 
Hope or Fear, 1 think it will appear, that there is no 
Sort of Reaſon in the World that we ſhould lull our 
ſelves into ſo happy, or to ſpeak more juſtly, unhappy 
a Security, as to he without a Standing Army. 

But to look within our ſelves; and weigh the State of 
our Affairs at home, the Reaſans for a Standing Force 
are yet ſtronger, if that be poſſible, - —- ' 

Altho' His Majeſty King George, who like another 
Titus, might well deſerve to be ſtiled, The Delight of 
Mankind he received, ,whcre-ever he goes, with loud 
Acclamations, Feaſts, Balls, nay Bacchanals, yet ew 

| Gentle- 
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Gentlemen of the Hou 8 aid, That 
there is a great diſaſſection in the Country to Nis Maje- 
ſty's Perſon and Government: A Langnoge which 1 do 
not altogether ap of, nor do I think it ſtrictiy 
true. For tho' t e Engliſh he naturally ſo unpolite, as 
not to affect the German Language, es, Habits, 
Cuſtoms, Miniſters, or Ladies; 'and tho' many Lyes 
may be ſcatter d about, yet what hath all this to do 
with His Majeſty's Perſon or Government? upon what 
Grounds, by what Laws,- could 'Men of their Un- 
derſtanding; form ſo illegal and unjuſt a Declaration ? 
And yet I cannot but think they knew why they ſpoke 
it. Perhaps they drew their Inference from ſome Inde- 
cencies committed by the Vulgar; and if they had on- 
ly dwelt upon that, they had done right: The Vulgar 


are a rude, bold, merry, ſawcy Pack, and it is very true 


they ſhould he reſtrain'd : So that I agree with theſe 
Miniſters of State in the End propos'd from their Speech, 
tho not in the Expreſſion. whatever others may 
ſay, 1 am wholly of Opinion, that a ſtanding Army is 
requiſite to ſuppreſs all Badges of Rebellion; ſuch as 
Roſes, Horns, Lawrel, or Turnips, which ſo juſtly of- 
fend the Eyes of our diſcerning Magiſtracy. pri 

Again: I take it to be a great Ad vantage to the Pub- 
lick, to increaſe the Debts of the Nation. Philip de 
Comines gives it as a Reaſon, why the Londoners were 
cager for the Reſtoration of Edward IV, becauſe he 
had run much in their Debt, and they could never hope 
to be paid, till he were reſtor'd. And a great Prelate, 
who came over at the Revolution, gave this ſolid and 
wholeſome Advice to King William, to plunge the Na- 
tion into ſuch a Debt, as ſhould be impoſlible to be paid, 
in Caſe any alteration in the State ſhonld happen : 
Which Counſel His Majeſty (of Glorious Memory) took 
care to follow. Thus our Government was confirm'd by 
our Taxes; and our Freedom moſt happily founded upon 
our Neceſſitie. 

And to do Juſtice to our Prince of late, ſo much wi- 
ſer than their Predeceſſors, that ſort of Policy — 


been well that whereas before the Reyo- 
lution the Government did not owe one Shilling, it now 
owes $0,000,099 |; Sterl. And whereas in April,” 1697, 
the lacume of the Crown, with all Duties, &c. was but 
2, 120,1491- 118. 3d- it is now yearly near 7,070,000 |, 
and yet we are ſtill running more and more in Debt, to 
the great Emolument of the Publick. And is it not no- 
torious, that an Army, with all uſual appointments, 
contributes extreamly to the Article of Exigence, and 
of courſe, to this great Branch of the Safery of the 
om 


I do not conceive where our Youth of Spirit 
could be fo well Educated as in « Military School ; the 
laudable Accompliſhments of a fine Gentleman are there 
ſo ſuddenly acquired, that a Fellow, who but juſt throws 
off a private Perſon's Livery to wear that of the King's, 
commences immediately a moſt accompliſh'd Beau; he 
can Swear with as gocd a Grace, talk as rationally a- 

ainſt Jeſus Chriſt, ehe Church and Parſons, as if he 
Peru an Apprenticeſhip at! the Grecian. 

Neither is it unworthy our Obſeryation, that the 
Army ſupplies the Houſe of Commons with many wor- 
thy Members; who might have been wholly loſt to the 
Publick, or employ'd in ſome lower Sphere of Life, had 
they not been thrown into the World by Fortune and 
the Chance of War, perhaps at a Fire- ſide, or in 
Hyde-park. : ; 

It is to be allowed indeed, that ſome of the Officers 
of the Army are Men of honourable Birth and paternal 
Eſtates, and behave themſelves accordingly in the Houſe 
and elſewhere, but 1 . of ſome worthy Members, 
who owe-their Riſe wholly to the Army; and who, per- 
haps might ſtil] have been clattering their Oaken Plants 
in the Lobby, if thro' the Army they had not made 
their Way to the Houſe . Happ hath becn the State 
of Great-Britain, that theſe 's Regiments quar- 
ter'd at the Boroughs were they were Elected! and 
happier will it be when, inſtead of a Writ for an Ele- 
ction, there will need no more for the Return, but to 
ſend down a Regiment of Dragoons / Is 
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Is it not likewiſe a great Honour to us, that a Stand- 
in — will very near reduce us to State of our 


Fellow · ſubjects in Hannover? Where we hear of n 
complaints againſt the Government Where the Army 
is Part of the Conſtitution, and the People all to 
have their Share therein: Where the Men go to War 
according as they are hired out, and the Women ma- 
nure the Ground and bring in the Harveſt. 1n ſhore 
where the King was ſo univerſally admired, that they 
could not part with him, even for a ſhort Term, with 
out Floods of Tears from all the People z and whers 
they will ſtill keep the young Prince to comfort them, 
and exemplify in him the bright Pattern of his Royal _ 
Grandfather. 5 
There are moreover imminent Dangers from the 
North; to prevent which, we ſhould be powerfully arm-- 
ed. The Ghoſt of Mackintoſh hath been ſeen frequently 
of late in the Highlands, by our Newſmonger. Rob 
Roy travels about there, as if he were ſole Lord of 
thoſe black Realms. And tho” I have the greateſt Idea 
of the Lord Lovat, and think him capable of almoſt 
every Thing, from his Principles and Dexterity, yet 
he, with all his Intereſt, will not be able to keep thoſe 
Parts in quiet, unleſs he be ſeconded by a Sta 
Army of at leaſt 30,000 Men. It is an old Obſervation, 
Thot you ſhould take Things early, nip Dangers in the 


Bud; and therefore, ſince from ſuch ſmall Seeds of Re- 


bellion in thoſe Parts, great Matters may ariſe, you 
ought to prepare your ſelf accordingly, and look upon 
what ſuch a Thing may poſſibly come to, as if it real- 
ly had happened: Were I fit to adviſe, our Army ſnould 
be every Day drawn out in Battle aray, as if Mackin- 
toſh and Rob Roy were at the Gates of St. James's. 

But this I do not altogether inſiſt upon; I only juſt 
give the Hint, leaving the Execution- or Improvement 


of it to others, better verſed in the Niceties of Po- 


liticks. | 
Againſt all theſe Reaſons which 1 have advanced for 


Standing Army, and many more, which might _—_—_ 
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the Thing were not almoſt Self- evident, the Factious, 1 
ſuppoſe, will cry out, as they uſually do, with great 
Noiſe; they will perhaps ſay, that a Standing Army in 
Time of Peace, entirely overturns the old Engliſh Con- 
ſtitution : That the only Idea Men have of the Slavery 
of a Nation, is, that it is ſubje& ta a Military Power; 
that his Majeſty came to deliver us from Bondage; but 
that if we are to groan under this inſupportable Load, 
we had as good, almoſt, not have been deliver'd ; that 
the Officers, eſpecially the Subalterns, generally every 
where throughout the Conntry, commit the greateſt In- 
Plencies at this Time; That, under the Sanction or 
Pretence of the Act about quartering of Soldiers, there 
are no Sort of Oppreſlions and Outrages, which are not 
daily juſtified ; and, That the Murmerings of the Peo- 
ple, haraſſed with Taxes, and inſulted by their 
tended Deliverers, are endleſs and in inexpreſſible. | 
Such are the trifling Objections, which are ſtarted a- 
gainſt our Scheme: And, for my Part I do not much 
wonder at it. When Men are out of Humour, they ne- 
yer ceaſe to find Fault. But yet I do not think that ſuch 
a prudent Miniſtry and fo wiſe a King as we are bleſs'd 
with, will wholly negle& theſe Complaints; tho? cer- 
tainly there be nothing in them, yet 1 ſhould not oppoſe 
ſome Project to ſtop their Mouths, if it were for no other 
Reaſon, than that we might have it to ſay, the People 
of England, at laſt, contentedly ſubmit to a Standing 


Army. 
In order to effe& this, I have heard it propos'd, that 
a Reduction, as it is called, of ſome few private Men in 
each Troop or Company ſhould be made ; but that the 
Regiment or ſhou'd ſtill remain: Hereby the 
Sound of Disbanding will run through the Kingdom, the 
People will be pleas d; and yet the Power of the Army 
will be as great as ever, and the Expence not much leſs. 
If, for Inſtance, you reduce the 37,000 Men which are 
in Pay in Great Britain and Ireland to 32,000 or 30,000, 
the Power of that Body will not be leſſen d, nor the Sa- 
vings be above 150,000 l. it may be lefs. 
| I thought 
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I thought it a good Obſervation, which a Gentleman' 
made t'other Day in a Coffee-houſt, that a Reduction 
of the Army, as it is called, is like pruning a Tree; it 
ſtrengthens the Body, and makes it take Root the deeper. 
The Notion is perfectly right; ſo that the Army would 
not be leſ formidable after ſuch a Reduction, and yet 
the Quieting of the Minds of the Multitude might be 
thereby attained. F, | | 
This Project certainly hath a Shew of great Reaſon, 
and may have its Weight in the World: But there is 
another Stroke, which I take to be much more effective 
which ſhall ſtop all Mouths, reconcile all Parties, endear 
the Soldiers to us, and rivet upon us and ours tor ever, 
or as long as our Governours pleaſe, a triumphant Stand- 
ing Army. The Thing I mean is a Plot, which if it be 
bur handſomely introduced, ſhall expoſe every Man, who 
darès to mutter againſt the Army, to the Infamy of be- 
ing reputed an Enemy to his King and Country. 
To obſerve the ſeveral Gradations of a Plot is a Mat- 
ter of great Curioſity, as well as Uſe. At firſt, by the 
Knowers of Secrets, it ſhould be whiſperd at Court: 
The - firſt Glimmerings ſhould be faint and uncertain : 
A Compoſition of half Words, ſignificant Jeſtures, and 
references to Time, and few — This naturally en- 
gageth the Inquiſitive and Newſmongers, which ſpreads 
the Secret, as all Secrets are | , thro' the Town 
and Country. I think the late Lord Sunderland called 
all Secrets, Spouts. A Multitude of Drops of Rain fall 
gently from che Tiles into the Spouts, and thence the 
whole is poured into the Streers and Cummon Sewers. 
When the Secret is thus half divulg'd, in ſome little 
Time, the Conjectures of every one are added to the 
firſt imperfect Accounts: The World is at a Gaze: 
The Populace, always ſuſceptible of Terrors, gape for 
the Diſcovery, and in the mean Time ſee Armies in the 
Clouds: And then after this regular Preparation, the 
chief Perſon comes forth in Publick, tells ſome terrible 
Story of horrid Deſigas, bloody Maſſacres, dangerous 
Confederacies, or barbarous Afſaſſinations, that, thro? 
the Providence of God, have been detected. 
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As far as my ſmall Obſervation hath reached, this is 
the natural Progreß of a Plot And the good Effects 
ane not to be deſeribed. In the Hurry and Amazement 
we are read y to ſwallow any Thing for Truth: The 
2 — upon the Underſtandings ot Man- 
ind are embraced as Oracles, and immediate Aſſiſtance 
ſent from Heaven for our preſervation. 

Thus the Managers in 41 uſher in all their Extrava- 
gancies, with ſoine previous Whiſpers or Accounts of 
hortid Conſpiracies againſt the Government; and b 
that ſingle Artifice chiefly carried every Thing they had 
2 mind to. It is true indeed, the Precedent 5 none of 
the Beſt ; yet a wiſe Prince may extract Good ont of 
Evil; and beſides he will have this Argument on his 
Side, that it a Plot can thus actuate and inſpire Men in 
flagitious Attempts, how much more Vigout will it have 
on them in the Proſecution of glorious Ends? 

The memorable Plot at the Time of the Revolution, 
concerning the Iriſh Army, did more Wonders than the 
then Prince of Orange, with his 9020 Dutch Forces ſhi 
could have brought about. It had ſuch an Influence, Wi 
that even after it was known, that there was no Iriſh ſul 
Army near us, nor a Throat to be cut, yet ſo thorongh. J}_ 
ly did the firſt Impreſſions of Dread poſſeſs the Hearts gr 
of Man, Woman, and Child, that they thought they me 
liv'd but by the Protctionſof that tutelar Angel. aft 

For my Part J have ſuch a Veneration for the Author 
of that pious Fraud, that I can never forgive the late 
Duke Schomberg, who had the Honour of it. For it 
may inconteſtably a from the Works of the famons 
Capt. Speke, that he alone was the original Parent of 
it, whilſt another reap'd the Glory, and which is worſe, 
the Profit. But this may lead us into the moral Reflc-- 
ction, how Fortune and not Merit governs the World. 

: In ail Ages, Plots have been in great Repute with 
wiſe Men; aud as to the Effect, it is of no Sort of Con- 
ſequeace, in popular Governments, whether they be 
i} or well grounded: For the pretended Plot will al- 


ways ſerve the preſent Turn, as well as the real o ; 
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The ſame Way that * will carry a Man, 
Thats, th the World, as well av if he had 
ſtantial Fund: And it is his Fault if in that Seuſon he 
do not eſtabliſh himſelf for the future b tt 
80 to come to the Point in queſtion, if a Plot can but 
ſecure to us the Bleſſing of a Standing Army for one 
Year more, in the Time of Peace, would it not be to 
think ill of our Government, to ſe in that Time, 
they would not ſetrle Matters ſo, as for the future to 
need no ſuch Artifices ? | | — 25 
Did not the Swediſh Plot, laſt Spring, conduct the 
Deſigns of the Court ſmoothly through both Houſes ? 
and may not ſomething of rhe fame Nature have the 
ſame 2 this Year > Of That, there never was of- 
fer'd the leaſt Proof, dut a few Letters, which are yet 
Children of Darkneſs, weir Authority having never | 
been ſufficiently clear d Met lame and imperſect as 
this Plot was, it had Weight enangh to keep up the Ar- 
my for a Twelve-month, to countenance ſeveral Hard- 
ſhips, and to occaſion a Prohibition of all Commerce 
+3, Kingdom, without whoſe Trade we can ſcarce 
ſubſiſt. (+ i s! , 
The only Difference between u Plot that is well 
grounded, and One that is otherwiſe, is, That the For- 
mer ſtrikes at the worſt Sort of Men, but the Latter ' 
affects the Beſt. | | ; 
For this Reaſon, as well as ſome others, I hope ir 


cannot be imagined, that 1 would hereby inſinuate, that 


the Miniſtry have the leaſt Deſign-of putting any Plot 
upon the World but ſuch as is founded upon a ſolid 
ruth. Altho', if } were to ſpeak my Mind, I'wiſh we 
vere-to have a Plot of ſome Kind or other; and if 
Reaſon of State did fo require ir, I cannot ſee the leaſt 
auſe why the Miniſtry ſhould heſitare upon it, thro? 
enderneſs of Conſcience, or Paſſion for Truth. I am 
ear in my own Judgment in the Point, that if the Exi- 
encies of the Government did need a Plot, it is Juſt. 
N itſelf, and Laudable in the Eye of the World, to 
ad one out, ſome way or other, altho* perhaps Proofs 
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ght to Light. A Gentleman, who hath been as d 
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A s to my Self Lam e by bn Bleſſing of God, 
whenever any ſuch thing begins to appear, to give into 
it with al my Faculties; and not to examine too nicely | 
Into tha grounds or probability; che ching is good in it 
ſelf, and ſhould be received with an implicite Faith: 
Sacha {ving Faith —— to all the World I have, 
and am reſal vd to — And let all thoſe who will 
not proſit by my Rrample, and the plain Dictates of; 
right Reaſon, anſwer it to God and their Country, that 
— — the publick fare could induce , 
rer Wee * wonkd have them. 


